April 3, 2014

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in protecting our
communities from hastily planned and
ill-conceived Social Security field of-
fice closures.

——————

CONGRATULATING BLACKMAN
HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to commend Blackman High
School boys’ and girls’ basketball
teams for winning State championships
last week.

The boys’ team defeated Oak Ridge
by a score of 60-58 by making an excit-
ing comeback in the final minutes. In
doing so, they captured their first
State title and the first boys’ basket-
ball championship for a Rutherford
County team since 1965.

The girls’ team, the Lady Blazes, had
captured the school’s first State cham-
pionship in any team sport a week ear-
lier.

I especially want to acknowledge the
Lady Blazes’ Crystal Dangerfield for
her work both on and off the court.
Named the No. 7 college prospect for
2016 by ESPN, Dangerfield was also
awarded this year’s Tennessee
Gatorade Player of the Year. This pres-
tigious accomplishment recognizes a
student’s athletic achievement, as well
as academic success and overall char-
acter. Ms. Dangerfield certainly fits
the bill, with volunteer work with her
church and active involvement in the
local literacy outreach program.

I know the city of Murfreesboro is so
incredibly proud of these young men
and women, and I wish them continued
success in the future.

———
NO MORE SNAP CUTS

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
over the past 6 months, this Nation’s
premier antihunger safety net pro-
gram, SNAP, has been cut by nearly $20
billion. Forty-six million Americans
saw a cut of about $30 a month for a
family of three, and hundreds of thou-
sands more will see a cut of about $90
because of two separate cuts that took
effect in November and in February.

But those pale in comparison to the
Ryan budget. This budget, which will
be voted on by this House next week,
cuts at least $137 billion from SNAP—
$137 Dbillion. That is simply dev-
astating.

Budgets are moral documents, and
the Ryan budget is immoral. What
kind of nation are we if all we do is
continue to take food from the mouths
of the hungry?

We can’t keep balancing our budgets
on the backs of poor. It is time to say
enough is enough, no more cuts to
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SNAP. We should protect the vulner-
able and the least well off in this coun-
try instead of punishing them simply
for being poor.

———
SAVE AMERICAN WORKERS ACT

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in support of my
Hoosier colleague, Representative
ToDD YOUNG’s excellent bill, the Save
American Workers Act of 2014.

We are a country built on hard work.
We are a country where people want to
work. But right now, the Affordable
Care Act is stopping people from work-
ing the hours they need and the hours
they want to work. By redefining a
full-time employee as someone who
works 30 or more hours a week, the Af-
fordable Care Act has caused workers’
hours to be reduced in vital industries
across the Nation. 2.6 million workers
are losing because of this provision.
America is losing because of this provi-
sion.

A school employee from my district
in Elwood, Indiana, recently shared
with me the pain losing 10 hours from
her workweek has caused. She said:

It just doesn’t make sense to me. I'm try-
ing to be a self-supporting person and was
doing good. It could have been better, but I
was making it. How am I supposed to pay a
house payment, utilities, car insurance, let
alone food?

This is an unwise provision that must
be repealed. That is why we must take
action and restore the traditional 40-
hour workweek. Let’s pass the Save
American Workers Act of 2014. If we do,
our workers win, our employers win,
and our Nation will win.

———
RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to call on just 25 Repub-
licans to join 195 Democrats to raise
the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour
and to raise wages for tip workers
whose $2.13-an-hour wages haven’t been
raised in 23 years. The current min-
imum wage of $7.256 an hour has failed
to keep pace with the cost of living,
leaving families struggling to fill the
gap.

Even if you work 40 hours a week at
minimum wage, you still live below the
poverty line. You rely on taxpayer-
funded programs such as nutrition as-
sistance, energy assistance, and hous-
ing assistance.

In short, the profit lines of multi-
national corporations are being sub-
sidized by taxpayers who fill the gap
between the mandated minimum wage
and what constitutes a fair wage, what
people need to live on.

This has an even greater impact for
women, who often work for only 77
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cents on a dollar; for African American
women, 64 cents on a dollar; for
Latinos, 58 cents on a dollar. Seventy
percent of low-wage workers in this
country are women.

So, essentially, we need to raise the
tip minimum wage and raise the reg-
ular minimum wage. It is the fair thing
to do. I call on my Republican col-
leagues, just 25 of them, to raise the
minimum wage.

———————

THROW-BACK THURSDAY

(Mr. DUFFY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUFFY. Madam Speaker, if it is
Thursday, it is throw-back Thursday.

I want to take a look back to April
15, 2011, the House Republicans passed
a budget that balanced.

March 29, 2012, House Republicans led
the charge to pass a budget that bal-
anced.

March 21, 2013, we passed a budget
that balances in 10 years.

Just last night, we passed a budget
that is again going to balance in 10
years.

The bottom line is that we can’t do it
by ourselves. If you look to the Presi-
dent who introduces budgets that
never, ever, ever balance, and you look
to the Democrats in the Senate who
don’t even introduce budgets, we can’t
get this job done.

We have Americans who are young
that want opportunity, that want jobs
and don’t want to pay higher taxes. If
we don’t balance our budgets, they are
the ones who are going to pay.

But it is the poorest among us who
look to government for a little bit of
help. If we have a debt crisis, we won’t
be there to help them.

Let’s work together. Let’s balance
our budget. Let’s be sustainable in gov-
ernment spending.

——
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CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE
CAUCUS BUDGET

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Madam Speaker, yet
again, we have been presented with a
budget that stands at odds with the
morality of this Nation. The Ryan
budget attempts to balance our budget
on the backs of the middle class and
low-income families while bowing to
special interest groups and giving bil-
lionaires unnecessary tax cuts.

This out of touch budget leaves hard-
working families in my district in Cali-
fornia and across this country in the
cold by cutting more than $135 billion
from the food stamp program. PAUL
RYAN’s budget also eliminates the Af-
fordable Care Act and breaks our prom-
ise to seniors by fundamentally ending
the Medicare program as we know it.
With one in three women struggling on
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